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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 



4-6 as originally filed 

1 as received on 06/02/2001 with letter of 04/02/2001 

2.3 as received on 27/03/2001 with letter of 12/03/2001 

Claims, No.: 

1-4 as received on 27/03/2001 with letter of 12/03/2001 
Drawings, sheets: 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 
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4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is nnade to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-3 569 619 
D2: US-A-5 095 196 
D3: WO-A-93/11511 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ll) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Claim 1 



None of the available documents discloses or suggests a method for verifying the 
identity of a credit card holder effecting a transaction whereby a camera is 
provided at a purchasing location to effect display of the credit card holder's image 
and data on a credit card company's image display means, the displayed image is 
compared with a stored image of the card holder, and if the images are identical 
or similar and credit is approved, a signal is transmitted to the purchasing location 
to complete the transaction. 

Document D1 discloses a verification system using coded identifying and storage 
means having a credit card company data storage and communication unit for 
recording and storing data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an 
electronically reproducible infiage into the company's data storage unit. At least 
one remotely positioned credit card reader and image display means is also 
provided, communicating with the company data storage unit, for selectively 
retrieving data from the storage unit to be displayed on the image display means 
and to be viewed and approved by the sales person. 

Document D2 is directed to a system for examining a passer having an ID card 
including a photograph and key data for searching registered data of the passer. 
This system has a database storing registered data including a video image of the 
registered ID card owner, a video camera for capturing the passer's figure and a 
scanner for scanning the photograph of the ID card. The system searches 
corresponding data, including the video image data, in the database, usingthekey 
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data, and displays the found image, passer's image and the scanned photograph 
image in a display for comparison by an examiner. 

Claims 2-3 



The features of dependent claims 2 and 3 give a further description of the features 
claimed in claim 1. 

Claim 4 



None of the available documents discloses or suggests a method enabling credit 
companies to monitor and verify credit card holder identity when a payment 
transaction is performed at a sales terminal as set out in claim 4 in order to force 
the payment terminal operator or salesperson to perform proper comparison of 
card holder data to the customer present at the payment location. None of the 
available documents discloses or suggests to display to an operator at the sales 
terminal multiple images of identification data, at least of which is true and to 
prompt the payment terminal operator to select the correct data. 

Document D3 discloses a personal identification device for allowing a user to 
identify himself, the device comprising a store of identity statements and a store of 
complex images, including key images linked with specific personal identity 
statements and false images not associated with personal identity statements. 
Knowledge of an identity statement is not sufficient to autorise a user; the user 
must also identify the correct image linked to that identity statement. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VHI 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Claim 4 does not clearly indicate that the nnultiple images of identification data are 
displayed to an operator at the sales terminal (see description, page 5, lines 17- 
20) and therefore does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 
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CREDIT CARD VERIFICATION SYSTEM AND METHOD 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a credit card verification system and method. 

Background of the Invention 

Today, it is impossible to know whether a credit card presented for payment is 
in truth the credit card of the particular customer who is effecting the purchase; in 
other words, that the person presenting the card is its rightful owner. 

At the time of effecting a transaction by means of a credit card at locations 
where a magnetic card reader is used, the card is passed through the reader and its 
details are communicated to the credit company. The credit company checks whether 
the card is in force, if the card was cancelled, if the card owner's bank approves the 
transaction at the indicated cost, and sometimes also other reasonable details of the 
purchase. This investigation does not provide a solution for cases in which the credit 
card is stolen, to the extent that the credit company does not yet . know that the card 
was stolen, A credit company will approve a transaction using a stolen credit card, 
when it has not yet been informed that the card was stolen. In addition, credit cards 
are available upon which the owner's picture is printed; however, these cards are not 
protected, they can be counterfeited, and the cost of producing them is high. 

The limited "self-defense" means of the credit company is usually considered 
to be the visual check of the salesperson collecting the payment, verifying that the 
signature of the purchaser conforms with the owner's signature sample on the card. 
Such verification is very limited, as it relies on the motivation of the salesperson and 
enables no perforaiance supervisory control by the credit company . 

U.S. Patent 3,569,619 discloses a verification system using coded identifying 
and storage means having a credit card company data storage and communication unit 
for recording and storing data, concerning authorized credit card holders, including an 
electronically reproducible image for each credit card holder. Means are provided for 
introducing the image into the company's data storage unit. At least one remotely 
positioned credit card reader and image display means is also provided, 
r-^T^^^^m^:^ with the company data storage xinit, for selectively retrieving data 
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from the storage unit to be displayed on the image display means and to be viewed 
and approved by the sales person. 

U.S. Patent 5,095,196 is directed to a security system having imaging 
functions, constituting an access control system for examining a passer having an ID 
card including a photograph and key data for searching registered data of the passer. 

WO 93/11511 also discloses personal identification devices and access control 
systems. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is therefore a broad object of the present invention to overcome the 
above-described disadvantages of the use of credit cards and to provide a credit card 
verification method and system. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a performance 
supervisory control program for a credit card system, operated at the payment 
location, which will force the salesperson to perform proper comparison of card 
holder data to the customer present at the payment location. 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the invention provides a method for 
verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a transaction, comprising 
introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder into a 
credit card company's data storage and communication unit or image display means; 
providing at least one credit card reader and a camera at a purchasing location for 
effecting communication with said data storage unit or image display means; 
operating said credit card reader and camera to effect display of the credit card 
holder's image and data on the company's image display means; comparing the 
displayed image with the stored image of the card holder, and if the images are 
identical or similar and credit is approved, transmitting a signal to said purchasing 
location to complete the transaction. 

The invention further provides a method enabling credit companies to monitor 
and verify credit card holder identity when a payment transaction is performed at a 
sales terminal, said method comprising displaying multiple images of identification 
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data, at least one of which is true; prompting the payment terminal operator to select 
the correct data; determining whether the selected data is correct, and either 
completing or denying the transaction. 
Brief Description of ttie Drawings 

The invention will now be described in connection with certain preferred 
embodiments with reference to the following illustrative figures so that it may be 
more fully understood. 

With specific reference now to the figures in detail, it is stressed that the 
particulars shown are by way of example and for purposes of illustrative discussion of 
the preferred embodiments of the present invention only, and are presented in the 
cause of providing what is believed to be the most useful and readily understood 
description of the principles and conceptual aspects of the invention. In this regard, no 
attempt is made to show structural details of the invention in more detail than is 
necessary for a fundamental understanding of the invention, the description taken 
with the drawings making apparent to those skilled in the art how the several forms of 
the invention may be embodied in practice. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A method for verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a 
transaction, comprising: 

introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder 
into a credit card company's data storage and communication xmit or image display 
means; 

providing at least one credit card reader and a camera at a purchasing location 
for effecting communication with said data storage unit or image display means; 

operating said credit card reader and camera to effect display of the credit card 
holder's image and data on the company's image display means; 

comparing the displayed image v^ith the stored image of the card holder, and 

if the images are identical or similar and credit is approved, transmitting a 
signal to said purchasing location to complete the transaction. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the credit card holder and to communicate the picture to said data storage 
unit or image display means. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the image of the credit card holder embedded in the credit card and to 
communicate the picture to said data storage unit or image display means. 

4. A method enabling credit companies to monitor and verify credit card holder 
identity when a payment transaction is performed at a sales terminal, said method 
comprising: 

displaying multiple images of identification data, at least one of which is true; 
prompting the payment terminal operator to select the correct data; 
determining whether the selected data is correct, and 
either completing or denying the transaction. 
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CREDIT CARD VERIFICATION SYSTEM AND METHOD 



Field of the Invention 



The present invention relates to a credit card verification system and method. 
Background of the Invention 

Today, it is impossible to know whether a credit card presented for payment is 
in truth the credit card of the particular customer who is effecting the purchase; in 
other words, that the person presenting the card is its rightful owner. 

At the time of effecting a transaction by means of a credit card at locations 
where a magnetic card reader is used, the card is passed through the reader and its 
details are communicated to the credit company. The credit company checks whether 
the card is in force, if the card was cancelled, if the card owoier's bank approves the 
transaction at the indicated cost, and sometimes also other reasonable details of the 
purchase. This investigation does not provide a solution for cases in which the credit 
card is stolen, to the extent that the credit company does not yet know that the card 
was stolen. A credit company will approve a transaction using a stolen credit card, 
when it has not yet been infomied that the card was stolen. In addition, credit cards 
are available upon which the owner's picture is printed; however, these cards are not 
protected, they can be counterfeited, and the cost of producing them is high. 

The limited "self-defense" means of the credit company is usually considered 
to be the visual check of the salesperson collecting the payment, verifying that the 
signature of the purchaser conforms with the owner's signature sample on the card. 
Such verification is very limited, as it relies on the motivation of the salesperson and 
enables no performance supervisory control by the credit company. 
Summary of the Invention 

It is therefore a broad object of the present invention to overcome the 
above-described disadvantages of the use of credit cards and to provide a credit card 
verification method and system. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a performance 
supervisory control program for a credit card system, operated at the payment 
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location, which will force the salesperson to perform proper comparison of card 
holder data to the customer present at the payment location. 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the invention provides a credit card 
verification system, comprising a credit card company data storage and 
communication unit for recording and storing data concerning authorized credit card 
holders, including an electronically reproducible image of each credit card holder; 
means for introducing said image into said company data storage unit, and at least one 
remotely positioned credit card reader and image display means communicating with 
said company data storage unit, for selectively retrieving data from said storage unit 
to be displayed on said image display means, to be viewed and approved by the 
person providing sales services. 

The invention further provides a credit card verification system, comprising a 
credit card company data storage and communication unit for recording and storing 
data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an electronically 
reproducible image of each credit card holder; means for introducing said image into 
said company data storage unit; at least one image display means communicating with 
said company data storage unit, for displaying the image of an authorized credit card 
holder, and at least one remotely located credit card reader and camera for introducing 
data relating to said credit card holder into said data storage unit and for displaying 
the image of said selected credit card holder on said image display means. 

In addition, the invention provides a method for verifying the identity of a 
credit card holder effecting a transaction, said method comprising introducing data 
and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder into a credit card 
company's data storage and conununication unit; providing at least one credit card 
reader and viewing means at a purchasing location for effecting communication with 
said data storage unit; operating said credit card reader and effecting display of the 
credit card holder's image and data on said viewing means; visually comparing the 
displayed image with the card holder to verify the holder's identity, and, if the images 
are identical or similar and credit is approved, completing the transaction. 
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The invention still further provides a method for verifying the identity of a 
credit card holder effecting a transaction, comprising introducing data and an image 
relating to each authorized credit card holder into a credit card company's data 
storage and communication unit or image display means; providing at least one credit 
card reader and a camera at a purchasing location for effecting communication with 
said data storage unit or image display means; operating said credit card reader and 
camera to effect display of the credit card holder's image and data on the company's 
image display means; comparing the displayed image with the stored image of the 
card holder, and if the images are identical or similar and credit is approved, 
transmitting a signal to said purchasing location to complete the transaction. 

In addition, the invention provides a method enabling credit companies to 
monitor and verify credit card holder identity when a payment transaction is 
performed at a sales terminal, said method comprising displaying multiple images of 
identification data, at least one of which is true; prompting the payment terminal 
operator to select the correct data; determining whether the selected data is correct, 
and either completing or denying the transaction. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

The invention will now be described in connection with certain preferred 
embodiments with reference to the following illustrative figures so that it may be 
more fully understood. 

With specific reference now to the figures in detail, it is stressed that the 
particulars shown are by way of example and for purposes of illustrative discussion of 
the preferred embodiments of the present invention only, and are presented in the 
cause of providing what is believed to be the most useful and readily understood 
description of the principles and conceptual aspects of the invention. In this regard, no 
attempt is made to show structural details of the invention in more detail than is 
necessary for a fundamental understanding of the invention, the description taken 
with the drawings making apparent to those skilled in the art how the several forms of 
the invention may be embodied in practice. 
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1 . A credit card verification system, comprising: 

a credit card company data storage and communication unit for recording and 

storing data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an electronically 

reproducible image of each credit card holder; 

means for introducing said image into said company data storage unit, and 

at least one remotely positioned credit card reader and image display means 

communicating with said company data storage unit, for selectively retrieving data 

from said storage unit to be displayed on said image display means, to be viewed and 

approved by the person providing sales services. 

2. A credit card verification system, comprising; 

a credit card company data storage and commimication unit for recording and 
storing data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an electronically 
reproducible image of each credit card holder; 

means for introducing said image into said company data storage unit; 

at least one image display means communicating with said company data 
storage unit, for displaying the image of an authorized credit card holder, and 

at least one remotely located credit card reader and camera for introducing data 
relating to said credit card holder into said data storage unit and for displaying the 
image of said selected credit card holder on said image display means. 

3. The system as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, further comprising means for 
producing an electronically reproducible image of a credit card holder. 

4. The system as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein said image display means 
is a screen or a printer. 

5. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said camera is adapted to view the 
credit card holder and to communicate at least one image of said card holder to said 
data storage unit or image display means. 
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6. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said camera is adapted to view a 
picture embedded in a credit card and to communicate the picture to said data storage 
unit or image display means. 

7. A method for verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a 
transaction, said method comprising: 

introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder 
into a credit card company's data storage and communication imit; 

providing at least one credit card reader and viewing means at a purchasing 
location for effecting communication with said data storage unit; 

operating said credit card reader and effecting display of the credit card 
holder's image and data on said viewing means; 

visually comparing the displayed image with the card holder to verify the 
holder's identity, and, if the images are identical or similar and credit is approved, 

completing the transaction. 
8. A method for verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a 
transaction, comprising: 

introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder 
into a credit card company's data storage and communication unit or image display 
means; 

providing at least one credit card reader and a camera at a purchasing location 
for effecting communication with said data storage unit or image display means; 

operating said credit card reader and camera to effect display of the credit card 
holder's image and data on the company's image display means; 

comparing the displayed image with the stored image of the card holder, and 

if the images are identical or similar and credit is approved, transmitting a 
signal to said purchasing location to complete the transaction, 

9. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the credit card holder and to communicate the picture to said data storage 
unit or image display means. 
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10. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the image of the credit card holder embedded in the credit card and to 
communicate the picture to said data storage unit or image display means. 

11. A method enabling credit companies to monitor and verify credit card holder 
identity when a payment transaction is performed at a sales terminal, said method 
comprising: 

displaying multiple images of identification data, at least one of which is true; 
prompting the payment terminal operator to select the correct data; 
determining whether the selected data is correct, and 
either completing or denying the transaction. 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is nnade to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-3 569 619 
D2: US-A-5 095 196 
D3: WO-A-93/11511 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Claim 1 

None of the available documents discloses or suggests a method for verifying the 
identity of a credit card holder effecting a transaction whereby a camera is 
provided at a purchasing location to effect display of the credit card holder's image 
and data on a credit card company's image display means, the displayed image is 
compared with a stored image of the card holder, and if the images are identical 
or similar and credit is approved, a signal is transmitted to the purchasing location 
to complete the transaction. 

Document D1 discloses a verification system using coded identifying and storage 
means having a credit card company data storage and communication unit for 
recording and storing data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an 
electronically reproducible image into the company's data storage unit. At least 
one remotely positioned credit card reader and image display means is also 
provided, communicating with the company data storage unit, for selectively 
retrieving data from the storage unit to be displayed on the image display means 
and to be viewed and approved by the sales person. 

Document D2 is directed to a system for examining a passer having an ID card 
including a photograph and key data for searching registered data of the passer. 
This system has a database storing registered data including a video image of the 
registered ID card owner, a video camera for capturing the passer's figure and a 
scanner for scanning the photograph of the ID card. The system searches 
corresponding data, including the video image data, in the database, usingthekey 
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data, and displays the found image, passer's image and the scanned photograph 
image in a display for comparison by an examiner. 

Claims 2-3 

The features of dependent claims 2 and 3 give a further description of the features 
claimed in claim 1 . 

Claim 4 

None of the available documents discloses or suggests a method enabling credit 
companies to monitor and verify credit card holder identity when a payment 
transaction is performed at a sales terminal as set out in claim 4 in order to force 
the payment terminal operator or salesperson to perform proper comparison of 
card holder data to the customer present at the payment location. None of the 
available documents discloses or suggests to display to an operator at the sales 
terminal multiple images of identification data, at least of which is true and to 
prompt the payment terminal operator to select the correct data. 

Document D3 discloses a personal identification device for allowing a user to 
identify himself, the device comprising a store of identity statements and a store of 
complex images, including key images linked with specific personal identity 
statements and false images not associated with personal identity statements. 
Knowledge of an identity statement is not sufficient to autorise a user; the user 
must also identify the correct image linked to that identity statement. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Claim 4 does not clearly indicate that the multiple images of identification data are 
displayed to an operator at the sales terminal (see description, page 5, lines 17- 
20) and therefore does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 1997) 



1 ■ AMENDED SHEET 

CREDIT CARD VERIFICATION SYSTEM AND METHOD 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a credit card verification system and method. 
Backgroand of the Invention 

Today, it is impossible to know whether a credit card presented for payment is 
in truth the credit card of the particular customer who is effecting the purchase; in 
other words, that the person presenting the card is its rightful owner. 

At the time of effecting a transaction by means of a credit card at locations 
where a magnetic card reader is used, the card is passed through the reader and its 
details are communicated to the credit company. The credit company checks whether 
the card is in force, if the card was cancelled, if the card owner's bank approves the 
transaction at the indicated cost, and sometimes also other reasonable details of the 
purchase. This investigation does not provide a solution for cases in which the credit 
card is stolen,. to the extent that the credit company does not yet. know that the card 
was stolen, A credit company will ^prove a transaction using a stolen credit card, 
when it has not yet been informed that the card was stolen. In addition, credit cards 
are available upon which the owner's picture is printed; however, these cards are not 
protected, they can be counterfeited, and the cost of producing them is high. 

The limited "self-defense" means of the credit company is usually considered 
to be the visual check of the salesperson collecting the payment, verifying that the 
signature of the purchaser conforms with the owner's signature sample on the card. 
Such verification is very limited, as it relies on the motivation of the salesperson and 
enables no performance supervisory control by the credit company. 

U.S. Patent 3,569,619 discloses a verification system, using coded identifying 
and storage means having a credit card company data storage and communication unit 
for recording and storing data concerning authorized credit card holders, including an 
electronically reproducible image for each credit card holder. Means are provided for 
introducing the image into the company's data storage unit. At least one remotely 
positioned credit card reader and image display means is also provided, 
^^%^v»:;i^:^?^mting with the company data storage unit, for selectively retrieving data 
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from the storage unit to be displayed on the image display means and to be viewed 
and approved by the sales person. 

U.S. Patent 5,095,196 is directed to a security system having imaging 
functions, constituting an access control system for examining a passer having an ID 
card including a photograph and key data for searching registered data of the passer. 

WO 93/1 1511 also discloses personal identification devices and access control 
systems. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is therefore a broad object of the present invention to overcome the 
above-described disadvantages of the use of credit cards and to provide a credit card 
verification method and system. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a performance 
supervisory control program for a credit card system, operated at the payment 
location, which wiU force the salesperson to perform proper comparison of card 
holder data to the customer present at the payment location. 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the invention provides a method for 
verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a transaction, comprising 
introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder into a 
credit card company's data storage and communication unit or image display means; 
providing at least one credit card reader and a camera at a purchasing location for 
effecting communication with said data storage unit or image display means; 
operating said credit card reader and camera to effect display of the credit card 
holder's image and data on the company's image display means; comparing the 
displayed image with the stored image of the card holder, and if the images are 
identical or similar and credit is approved, transmitting a signal to said purchasing 
location to complete the transaction. 

The invention further provides a method enabling credit companies to monitor 
and verify credit card holder identity when a payment transaction is performed at a 
sales terminal, said method comprising displaying multiple images of identification 
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data, at least one of which is true; prompting the payment terminal operator to select 
the correct data; determining whether the selected data is correct, and either 
completing or denying the transaction. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

The invention will now be described in connection with certain preferred 
embodiments with reference to the following illustrative figures so that it may be 
more fully understood. 

With specific reference now to the figures in detail, it is stressed that the 
particulars shown are by way of example and for purposes of illustrative discussion of 
the preferred embodiments of the present invention only, and are presented in the 
cause of providing what is believed to be the most usefnl and readily understood 
description of the principles and conceptual aspects of the invention. In this regard, no 
attempt is made to show structural details of the invention in more detail than is 
necessary for a fundamental understanding of the invention, the description taken 
with the drawings making apparent to those skilled in the art how the several forms of 
the invention may be embodied in practice. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for verifying the identity of a credit card holder effecting a 
transaction, comprising: 

introducing data and an image relating to each authorized credit card holder 
into a credit card company's data storage and communication imit or image display 
means; 

providing at least one credit card reader and a camera at a purchasing location 
for effecting communication with said data storage unit or image display means; 

operating said credit card reader and camera to effect display of the credit card 
holder's unage and data on the company's image display means; 

comparing the displayed image with the stored image of the card holder, and 

if the images are identical or similar and credit is approved, transmitting a 
signal to said purchasing location to complete the transaction. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the credit card holder and to communicate the picture to said data storage 
unit or image display means. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said camera is operated to 
photograph the unage of the credit card holder embedded in the credit card and to 
communicate the picture to said data storage unit or image display means. 

4. A method enabling credit companies to monitor and verify credit card holder 
identity when a payment transaction is performed at a sales terminal, said method 
comprising: 

displaying multiple images of identification data, at least one of which is true; 
prompting the payment terminal operator to select the correct data; 
determining whether the selected data is correct and 
either completing or denying the transaction. 



